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Research objectives: --(max 10 rows)

Humans are fundamentally social creatures. Every day we take our decisions shaped by our social context: in fact, social information provides a basis for inferences, planning, and coordinating activity.  When we move from face to face interactions to digitally-mediated interactions, however, everything changes. In the digital world, we are socially blind, and our attempts to communicate can be very hard. If one consider for example the web used by millions of people, even when others are clearly present -- as in a chat room -- it is difficult to see who is present, who is paying attention, or who wishes to speak. Things that require little effort in face to face settings (such noticing when someone has a question) require a lot of effort in online settings, if possible at all. The aim of this research is to study how it is possible to design digital systems that provide a social context for our activities, where we do not try to imitate the real world (e.g., virtual reality or video).
Proposed  research activity --(max 10 rows)

Start of the art in social computing
Study of models required by social computing

Implementation of a prototype environment for social computing

Evaluation of that prototype

Course on topic related to social computing
Participation to the appropriate Summer Schools

Supporting research projects (and Department )

“Validation of adaptive processes”, Italian COFIN 2009, to be accepted.

AWARE – European FP7 coordination action.
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