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Research objectives: --(max 10 rows)

Study, prototype and experiment a knowledge-rich collaboration platform, made of a peer-to-peer infrastructure and a suite of applications and services, specifically conceived for small companies acting in different countries and sectors to make them find each other, negotiate, establish relations and exchange documents in an open eBusiness space. 

The peculiar nature and features of the target companies calls for an easily accessible solution able to hide the complexity of the underlying ICT infrastructure, and attractive enough to involve a critical mass of active users in the shortest possible time according to a business-oriented adaptation of the social network paradigm. 
Proposed  research activity --(max 10 rows)

The proposed research studies and develops in three main complementary fields:

- 
Peer-to-peer communication infrastructure allowing every user company to exchange business documents with partners in a growing and self-adapting network. 

· Knowledge-enabled services to be applied to the exchanged business documents for the automatic conversion of their structure and translation of their contents.

· Easy and simple applications suited to small companies for partner search, negotiation and collaboration and the integration of their legacy systems. 

The research builds upon the achievements of the FP6-IST-26476 European project SEAMLESS that ended in June 2008 and was led by the Department of Information Engineering of this University. 
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